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What Is Intelligent Design? 

What sparked my interest in this subject was Ben Stein’s mov-
ie, Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed. Like most of you, I had 
always assumed that Intelligent Design was just another name 
for Creationism. Ben Stein set me straight. 
 
 
his is one more issue that the media has distorted. I 

blame the media, because they have a responsibility to 
do the necessary research. Well, this time most of them 
don’t have a clue. 
 
First, let’s define some terms that we must have agree-
ment on: 
 
• Creationism: The belief that the world was created by 

a living God between 6000 and 10000 years ago. 
And, that God is still very active in the Universe and 
our individual lives. 

• Darwinism: The belief that life has evolved without a 
God through a process, Natural Selection, that Dar-
win postulated in his book, The Origin of Species. 

• Darwinist: People who believe that Natural Selection 
is the only process involved in the creation of life 
and new species. Darwinists are, essentially, atheists. 



What is Intelligent Design? 

• Atheists: People who do not believe in God.  
• Theists: People who believe there is a God, a con-

scious force in the Universe. 
 
Theists come in many forms; the spectrum would in-
clude: those that believe God started things going, but 
may not be directly involved at this time; to those that 
believe that there is something going on that can only be 
explained by the existence of some sort of conscious 
force in the Universe; to those that believe that God is 
still very much involved in everything that goes on in 
your life; passing judgment on how you are living it, on 
the decisions you are making, and on whether you will 
spend the rest of eternity in heaven or hell. 

Creationists are the most conservative of the the-
ists; while the agnostic, someone who isn’t quite sure 
what’s going on but isn’t ready to toss God under the 
bus, is the most liberal. The beliefs of the vast majority 
of us fall somewhere on this spectrum. 

However, from all appearances, the media see’s 
only two choices: you are either a Darwinist/atheist or a 
Creationist. In other words, you either believe that God 
doesn’t exist now and has never existed, or you believe 
that the world was created between 6000 and 10000 years 
ago by a living God that has a personal stake in our lives. 



There is no place for those of us who believe that 
something is going on that can only be explained by a 
conscious force in the Universe. We may not be able to 
define that force, but we have faith that it exists. 

The media’s attitude is extremely narrow-minded 
and has led to a great amount of confusion, confusion 
that has led to some wrong-thinking decisions, where 
people who have a faith (in some sort of higher being or 
consciousness) find themselves supporting the atheists 
(regarding the issue of intelligent design), because they 
cannot align themselves with the Creationists. 

Most of us agree it is naïve to believe that God 
created the Universe 6000 to 10000 years ago. To believe 
that, you have to believe that the entire Universe, every-
thing from fossils to the distant stars is a fraud, designed 
to test the strength of our faith. I don’t know what this 
conscious force in the Universe is, but I do know that 
it’s not a fraud, and wouldn’t play these types of games. 
Because I am a thinking being, I cannot align myself with 
the Creationists. 

But, neither can I except the premise that every-
thing I have seen, everything I know, everything that I 
have experienced is the result of some cosmic accident 
or series of accidents. 

The result: I’m left out of the discussion, as are 
the millions like me. 



What is Intelligent Design? 

First, since you may not have seen it, let me summarize 
the important points from Ben Stein’s movie. 
 
The main message of the film seems to be that in order 
to be recognized as a creditable scientific researcher, you 
must accept that the process for creating life, creating 
new species, and creating new types within species, is 
essentially a process very similar to Natural Selection. 
There is not, nor ever was, a universal intelligence in-
volved. If you don’t accept this as fact, your personal in-
telligence is suspect and, therefore, also your credibility. 

I’m not sure that this judgment is pervasive 
throughout the scientific community. I know of many 
scientists who have a strong faith. To support this con-
tention, Ben had some scientists that stated they had 
been “black-balled” for seriously suggesting that the pos-
sibility of an intelligent source for the creation of life, 
was worth looking into. 

There was no sense that any of these scientists 
were Creationists, only that they felt that the search for 
an intelligent source was as important as the search for a 
non-intelligent process. There is no doubt that we, and 
I’m including the world scientific community, haven’t a 
clue as to how life first began; or was created (sprung 
forth) from non-life. 



Ben also spent a lot of time showing us where the 
Nazis had done some of their research, and then aligning 
the Nazis with the Darwinists. His contention was that a 
belief in the ultimate power of Natural Selection, leads to 
a conclusion that, with our current knowledge, we can 
take control, even speed up the process, and develop a 
super race. 

It’s pretty clear that was what the Nazis were 
about, and it is well-known that they embraced the 
concept of Natural Selection; that they were, therefore, 
Darwinists. This is why they euthanized all who did 
not meet their requirements, i.e. Jews and the mentally 
and physically disabled. Since Ben is a Jew, I can easily 
understand his concern that Darwinism could lead 
others to make the same decisions—for the good of 
our species. 

It’s also very clear that those who support Dar-
winism would take great offense at this suggestion. 

 
I’ve made the contention that the media cannot see 
beyond Darwinism and Creationism, completely ignor-
ing those of us who believe in a conscious force in the 
Universe. A conscious intelligence that, at the very least, 
got the ball rolling—created life in the beginning. There-
fore, they call anyone seriously suggesting the concept of 
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intelligent design a “creationist crackpot” who shouldn’t 
be listened to. 

Let me prove my point; below are a few quotes 
from the media, reviewing Ben’s movie. In reading them, 
remember that Ben’s movie never suggests any of the 
concepts embraced by the Creationist, only that for life 
to begin, there probably was an intelligence involved. 

 
Frankly My Dear… Movies with Roger Moore 
OrlandoSentinel.com 
 

How do you re-package that tried and untrue, un-
tested and untestable faith-without-facts war-
horse, "Creationism," after its nearly-annual beat-
down by an increasingly exasperated scientific 
community? 

After you've tried renaming it "Intelligent De-
sign," … Maybe Stein will repackage himself as 
the new face of Creationism. 

 
Scientific American, John Rennie 
 

Unfortunately, Expelled is a movie not quite harmless 
enough to be ignored. Shrugging off most of the 
film's attacks—all recycled from previous pro-ID 
works—would be easy, but its heavy-handed linkage 



of modern biology to the Holocaust demands a re-
sponse for the sake of simple human decency. 

Expelled wears its ambitions to be a creationist 
Fahrenheit 911 openly. … 

 
Expelling All Reason, Dan Whipple 
Committee for Skeptical Inquiry 
 

The film, more than any other creationist/ID effort 
I’ve seen, is antiscientific and antirational. In it, Fran-
kowski (the producer) opposes not just evolutionary 
theory but the scientific superstructure built in the 
West since Renè Descartes. Using Darwinian evolu-
tion as a springboard, he attacks nearly every scientif-
ic discipline and the scientific method as leading in-
evitably to atheism and global evil. 

 
Below I give credit to someone who got it right: 
 
National Review Online, Dave Berg 
 

Dawkins (well-known Darwinist scientist) dismisses 
the Emmy-winning actor as having “no talent for 
comedy.” He believes during the interview Stein is an 
“honestly stupid man, sincerely seeking enlighten-
ment from a scientist.” A lawyer, a law professor, an 
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economist, and a speechwriter for both Nixon and 
Ford, Stein hardly seems to fit the description “ho-
nestly stupid.”  

In the end, the film isn’t really about intelligent 
design as much as about a relentless attack on an au-
thentically free inquiry. As Ben Stein points out, 
“Freedom of inquiry has been greatly compromised, 
and this is not only anti-American, it’s anti-science. 
It’s anti-the whole concept of learning.” 

 
The bottom line is, should we not teach in our public 
schools’ science classes that there are two basic thoughts 
regarding the beginning of life? 
 
• Some sort of accident, a chain of improbable events, 

came together and life began, fortuitously leading to 
our existence. (Given an eternity, this is probably 
possible); or 

• An intelligent force, consciousness, created life pur-
posefully. (This begs the question, “Where did 
“God” come from?) 

 
Darwinists, as shown in Ben Stein’s movie, reject the 
concept of an intelligent force and try to explain every-
thing from a Natural Selection perspective. It seems to 
me that there is at least as much faith in this belief as 



there is in the belief that an intelligent consciousness was 
involved. 

The truth is, we just don’t know. 
 
I guess it would be okay to state in high school science 
classes that we don’t have a clue as to how life originally 
began, nor, are we very clear on how new species are 
created. These are the two controversial issues. Darwin’s 
explanation as to how species adapt to the environment 
is accepted as scientific fact. 

Anyone can come up with a hypothesis to explain 
how life began and/or how new species are created. For 
example, I believe that new species are created during 
catastrophic times, asteroids hitting the earth, super vol-
canoes creating “nuclear winters,” etc. During these 
times all protections are removed and cosmic rays beam 
down at full strength, causing massive mutations and the 
creation of new species. Can I prove this? … No. … Is it 
as good an hypothesis as anyone else has come up with? 
… Well, in my opinion, it is. 

How about the theory of Intelligent Design? Can 
we come up with an hypothesis that supports that possi-
bility, and yet would be scientifically feasible? 

How about this one: prior to the Big Bang, there 
was no consciousness, there existed only a single point 
that contained everything we now call the Universe. 
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Then, 14 billion years ago this single point began to ex-
pand, we aren’t quite sure why. At that moment, mat-
ter, space-time, and consciousness were created. The Un-
iverse became aware of itself and marveled in what it 
was and the potential it had. Soon it began to “play” 
and the galaxies, stars, and planets were formed. Next 
the consciousness decided to bring life into the Un-
iverse; ultimately, beings that lived and walked and pro-
created. … Why not? 

 
So, what do you think? Should the hypothesis that an 
intelligent force was involved in the creation of life be 
taught in our high school science classes? As I’ve said, in 
my opinion, that hypothesis is as viable as saying that life 
was an accident. Why not present both possibilities? 

Maybe we should do neither, maybe just say, “We 
don’t know how this happened—that’s what science is 
all about, finding out how the Universe works. However, 
if we really want to find out … we probably shouldn’t 
denigrate any course of action. We really never know 
where the answer is going to come from. 

 
Here’s a story that I think fits well at the end of this 
chapter. The beginning of the story is fairly well known; 
I’ve added my own ending. 
 



A Tall Tale of Turtles 
 

At some time in the distant past, humanity forgot that the 
Earth hung in space and revolved around the Sun. The Masters 
of that time met together to develop an allegory to explain 
what was holding up planet Earth. They decided to tell people 
that Earth rested on the back of a giant turtle. 

As the ages went by, people forgot this was an allegory 
and later Masters taught it as a Truth. Then one day, a student 
came to one of the Master’s with a question, “What, Master, is 
the turtle standing on?” 

The Master thought for a moment and then said, “On 
the back of another giant turtle.” 

The student thanked the Master and went on his way. 
However, a week later, he was back, again asking, “Master, on 
what is the second giant turtle standing?” 

The master again thought for a moment, and then 
replied, “On the back of another giant turtle.” 

Again the student went away, and again, he was back 
a week later. However, this time, before the student could 
even ask his question, the Master looked into his eyes and 
with a deep wisdom in his voice, said, “My son, it’s turtles all 
the way down.” 

 
As the years passed, more and more students began to ques-
tion the concept of “turtles all the way down.” In fact, many of 
these questioning students became Masters themselves and 
found it hard to give this explanation to the students who ap-
proached them. 

Finally a meeting of Masters was called, and it was de-
cided the turtle explanation would no longer suffice. They 
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would have to come up with another explanation to meet the 
demands of the students. After days of discussion and argu-
ment, they decided their story would be that God, after creat-
ing Earth, had no place to set it; so He hung it in space, in the 
exact center of the Universe. Therefore, the rest of creation 
revolved around us. 

The Masters knew this was only a story they had made 
up to satisfy the curiosity of their students. But they also knew 
if they could satisfy their students’ curiosity regarding where 
Earth was, they could more quickly move them to the greater 
questions of what existence was and who they were. 

As the years went by, even the Masters forgot they had 
made up the story; ultimately it, too, became a Truth all were 
expected to believe. 

Then one day a student came to his Master and said, 
“Master, I have used some new instruments that have come 
into my possession and made some measurements. These 
measurements seem to show that Earth is not the center of 
the Universe … what am I to make of this?” 

And the Master said, “There is nothing that evil will not 
do to confuse us. These instruments are the product of an evil 
one who has given them to you to cast doubt on the Truth, to 
lead you from the true path. Take these instruments ten miles 
out to sea and cast them overboard.” 

The student did as his Master commanded. 
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